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Abstract:

Climate change and health inequities represent two of the greatest challenges to human development in the
21st century. As the Copenhagen summit on climate change planned for December 2009 approaches,
there are opportunities to use the political momentum of climate change to promote health equity. The
broad-ranging policies required to address climate change have both positive and negative implications for
health and health equity. Similarly, interventions to reduce health gaps will not necessarily help stabilize the
climate. Poorly designed policies could easily undermine both climate and health equity goals, and reduce
public support for their implementation. This paper reviews the potential tensions between climate
stabilization and improving health equity and discusses how these might be resolved.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: @

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
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General Health Impact
Intervention: X
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource

Policy/Opinion, Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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